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English File fifth edition has tasks and teaching notes for every
video. For example, with grammar and vocabulary practice
activities where the video contains visual prompts for words,
phrases, or sentences, the Teacher’s Guide gives instructions
as to how to use them in class. However, many of them can
be used in other ways, depending on class numbers and
what kind of practice you want to focus on. The following
are possible ways to ring the changes and get the most out
of the video material in English File fifth edition:

o Written and oral practice

e Using subtitles

o Alternative video suggestions

Written and oral practice

Written practice

1 Ask Sts to work individually, or put them into pairs or
teams.

2 Play the video once the whole way through.

3 If the activity ends with a grid showing a still image of all
of the clips within the video, pause the video there, and
give Sts time to write the answers. You may want to set a
time limit.

4 If the video does not end with a grid, the second time you

play it, pause it after each clip, again giving Sts a time limit.

5 You may want to ask Sts to spell their answers.

Oral practice
1 Play the video once the whole way through.

2 Tell Sts they are going to watch it again. Pause the video
towards the end of each clip and elicit the answers orally,
either from the whole class, or individual Sts.

3 Make sure you correct any pronunciation errors.

Using subtitles

Subtitles are being increasingly used by native speakers
globally even when what they are watching is in their
language. Reading English subtitles while watching is
something that will benefit Sts'reading and listening skills,
so there may be occasions, especially where the video is a
grammar presentation, where you may want to have them
on for the second listen. Where the aim is improving their
listening skills, having a third listen with subtitles is a way of
allowing Sts to confirm what they understood, and also for
dealing with new vocabulary or pronunciation they were
not expecting.

With a listening where you feel that the speed or accent

is making it especially challenging for your Sts, having the
subtitles on is a way of helping them to enjoy what they are
watching, and to show them how watching with subtitles
makes video that might otherwise be above level more
accessible.

How to exploit video in the
classroom

Alternative video suggestions

Once you are familiar with the way a video works in a lesson,
you may want to try exploiting it in different ways, or even
to reuse a video for a different purpose. The following list of
tasks are things that you might choose to use with different
videos. However, at lower levels make sure that you do not
introduce an activity requiring language that Sts have not
yet been taught.

Noticing sounds
1 Play the video with the picture off.

2 Ask Sts to write down the noises they can hear, e.q.
a door opening, a person walking, a dog barking, etc.

3 Put the Sts into pairs to compare their ideas.

4 Play the video with the picture on and check
their ideas.

Watching with the sound off 1
1 Play the video with the sound off.

2 Ask some questions while the video is playing to help
Sts imagine / articulate what is happening.

3 Then ask Sts to discuss what they think the people in
the video are saying or doing. Elicit some ideas.

4 Play the extract with the sound on and compare with
the Sts'answers.

Watching with the sound off 2
1 Play the video with the sound off.
2 Put the Stsin pairs. Ask them to write five questions

that they want to know the answer to, based on the
visuals they have seen.

3 Elicit some ideas and write them on the board.

4 Play the video again with the sound on and see if the
Sts can answer their own questions.

5 Ask the Sts to share the information from their
questions and answers.

Screenshots

1 Before the lesson, watch the video and make five or six
screenshots. Make a handout or a PowerPoint slide of
the screenshots in a random order.

2 Distribute / Display the handout and ask Sts to discuss
what the video is going to be about.

3 Ask Sts to put the screenshots in the order they expect
to see them.

4 Compare their ideas as a group and then play the video
to check them.

5 Extension: After you've done the coursebook exercises,
ask Sts to use the pictures to summarize the video in
their own words.



Watching on fast forward

1

Play the video on fast forward.

2 Give Sts a few gist questions to predict what they

think is happening, e.g. Are they talking or arguing?
Does it end well?

3 Put the Sts into pairs to compare their ideas.

4 Play the video with the picture on and check

their ideas.

Emotions

1

Play the video with the sound off. Ask the Sts to say
how the people are feeling and why they think that.

2 Put the Sts into pairs and ask them to compare

their ideas.

3 When doing the course book exercises, the Sts can

check their ideas.

‘Thing’ bingo

1

Before the lesson, watch the video and make a list of
things you see. This works for a video of stills, clips, a
short drama or documentary, etc.

In class, write the list of things on the board. Ask Sts to
choose and write down five of the words.

Play the video, and Sts tick off the items on their list as
they see them.

When a student has ticked off all the items on their list,
they shout ‘Bingo. Keep playing the video until all the
Sts have completed their lists.

Put Sts into pairs and ask them to discuss what they
saw, when and in what order.

Pause and predict

1

Prepare by reading the script and choosing a few
places where you could pause and ask Sts what they
think happens next?

Put the Sts in pairs. Play the video and pause on the
first screen.

Ask them to predict what they think is happening and
what is going to happen next.

Ask for ideas from a couple of pairs.

Play the clip and ask the Sts if their predictions

were right.

Play the video and pause on the next screen. Ask the
Sts in their pairs to discuss what they would like to
happen and why?

Ask a couple of different pairs for their predictions.
Play the next clip and ask the class how many of their
predictions were right, and so on.

Predicting images

1
2

3
4

Focus on the tile of a video that Sts are going to watch.

Put Sts into pairs and ask them to predict five things
they think they are going to see in the video.

Elicit their ideas and write them on the board.

Play the video and tick or cross their suggestions. See
if any pairs predicted five correct images.

Colours

1
2

3
4

Ask Sts to write a list of eight colours.

Tell them that they need to try to find at least one thing
in the video that is of each of the colours on their lists.
Play the video.

Put the Sts in pairs and ask them to compare their lists.
What were the most / least common colours? Can they
describe the things?

Memory / Observation

1
2
3

Play the video. Pause it at a specific point.

Tell the Sts they have 30 seconds to look at the image.
Turn off the video and ask Sts to write down what
people are doing / what things are in the picture /
what colours they can see (or other ideas depending
on the video you have chosen).

Put the Sts in pairs and ask them to compare ideas.
Elicit feedback from the class.

Show the screen again and ask Sts how many of their
observations were right. Did they miss anything?

One-sentence video review

1

2

Tell Sts to write a one-sentence review of the video.
(You could set a word limit to add to the challenge.)
Ask Sts to work in pairs and compare their summary
with a partner.

Memory test

1

After you've done the coursebook activities with the
Sts, tell them you are going to do a ‘test’

Ask Sts to work with a partner. Ask them 5-10
‘observation’questions about the video, e.g. What
colour was the girl’s blouse? How many animals were
there? etc. Sts should discuss the answers with their
partner and write them down.

After you've asked your questions, play the video again,

and ask Sts to check their answers or go through the
answers with the Sts to see who were the ‘winners.






